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Focus on Class XII in JEE may have missed
point: IIT ntmnts already school toppers

SHYAMILAL YADAV
NEW DELHL, OCTOBER 17

THE ideabehind the new pat-
tern of Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (JEE) for admissionto
most engineeering institutes
was giving weightage to the
Class XII board results. It was
felt that thiswould ensure that
students didn’t neglect their
school education to focus on
colleges, which was in turn al-
lowing coaching centres to
mushroom.

Ironically, as RTI replies
received from four Il regard-
ingthose whohave cleared the
entrance examination over
three years show, theideamay
be well-meaning but is mis-
placed. Nearly 80 per cent of
the students selected for II'Ts
in this period also scored 80
percentor more intheir “qual-

82% of lIT-Delhi entrants scored over 80% in Class Xl

ifying examination” (Class XTI
orequivalent),

This means that students
getting selected for ITTs are al-
ready those who perform well
in their qualifying exams.

In 2012, of the 857 stu-
dents selected for ITT-Delhi,
707 {or more than82 per cent)
got more than 80 per cent in
their qualifying exam, In IIT-
Mumbai, the percentage of
such studentswas 85.86, 78.53
and 78.32 per cent respectively

in 2011, 2010 and 2009,

In case of IIT-Guwahati,
593,573,469 and 390 students
were selected in 2011, 2010,
2009 and 2008 respectively.,

. Students who had got over 80

per cent in their qualifying ex-
ams made up 81.45, 81.67,
79.10 and 80 per cent,
IIT-Kharagpur shows a
similar pattern. Data for 2010,
2009 and 2008 shows that
83.17,81.50 and 81.65 percent
students obtained above 80 per

cent marks in their qualifying
exams.

RTT replies were received
from only four of the seven old
HITs. Atul Vyas, deputy regis-
trar of ITT-Delhi, said, “We do
not maintain such data since
we do not require it once the
students are admitted.” The In-
dian Express got the informa-
tion after inspecting files re-
lated to each of the 857

.students admitted thisyear.

IIT-Chennai, Kanpur and
Roorkee too do not maintain
records of percentages of
marks obtained in qualifying
exams.

The JEE (Main) 2013 ex-
aminations will be'held on
April 7, 2013, and the online
examination will be held be-
tween April 8 and April 30,
2013, as per the schedule an-
nounced recently.
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HT Chandigarh

II'T, Mandi, students
get anticipatory bail

Press Trust of India
B |etterschs@®hindustantimes.com

MANDI (HP): A local court here
on Wednesday granted inter-
im bail till October 20 to 12 11T
students allegedly involved in
staging a play that purported-
ly hurt religious sentiments of
the people.

The play, ‘Draupadi Cheer
Haran', was staged by first-yvear
students of the Indian Institute
of Technology, Mandi, in a hotel
during a freshers’ party.

The play was subsequently
loaded on YouTube, which was
viewed by many persons. The
viewers alleged that the seript
and dialogues of the play had
hurt religious sentiments and
demanded action against the
students and the Mandi 11T
administration.

Sessions Judge Virender
Singh granted interim bail to
12 first-year II'T students, who
apologised before the court,
They also gave an undertaking

to the court that they would
nat renaat aneh an ast in fiboea

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS
STAGE A PLAY, WHICH
HAS HURT RELIGIOUS
SETIMENTS; COURT
GRANTS BAIL TILL
OCTOBER 20

The II'T administration had
imposed a token fine of Rs
2 500 on each of them. Local
advocate Sanjay Mandyal filed
a criminal complaint before the
Mandi SP and the police reg-
istered a case under various
sections of the IPC and the
Information Technology Act.

As the police launched the
investigation, 12 first-year stu-
dents of the 11T filed anticipa-
tory bail applications in the
court.

The court allowed anticipa-
tory bail to students till October
20 on furnishing bail bonds of
Rs 20,000 each and directed
the applicants to join the probe

and be present on the next date
af hoaavine

Page 4 of 8



Indian Express, ND 18/10/2012

p-10

 Arank shame

FTER QS and Times

Higher Education pub-

lished their rankings of

universities across the
world, higher education has become
the subject of fierce debate in India,
The highest ranking institutions
from India are the ITTs, but even
these do not figure in the top 200.
The general refrain—why doesno
Indian university find a place among
the top global universities?

Unfortunately, given our pres-
ent policies on higher education,
and our institutional dispositions,
high rankings for Indian universities
is a distant dream. To begin with,
onlytake alook at the key features
of the top global universities.
Highly ranked universities are re-
search intensive; some have along
and distinguished history of re-
search, others, mostly in Asia, have
raised their research standards in
the last 20-30years. Almost all the
topuniversities arecomprehensive,
Not only do they teach and re-
search the humanities, social sci-
ences and natural sciences, they
also have very strong programmes
in engineering, medicine, law and
management. These universities
admit students at the undergradu-
ate and the postgraduate levelsand
are commifted to excellence in un-
dergraduate education.

None of the Indian universities
fulfil these criteria. We either have
institutions with hundreds of affili-
ated/attached undergraduate col-
leges, ke the Universities of Delhi,
Calcutta, Bombay, Pune, or insti-
tutions like the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, which only teaches
postgraduate courses, or stand-
alone institutes like the ITMs, which
specialise in teaching management
courses, and the national law
schools, which onlyteach law. Then
there are a large number of re-
search-only institutes, which con-
tribute almost nothing to teaching,

Compared to global trends, our
record in developing comprehen-
sive universities is abysmal, For the
11th five-year plan, the government
announced new initiatives in higher
education, which included setting
" up 16 new central universities and
14 world class universities (these
are still on paper only), 8 II'Ts, 20
IITTy, 7 IIMs, and so on. Why did
we shy away from seeding compre-
hensive universities with both
undergraduate and postgraduate

degree courses, and both [iberal _

and professional courses? The
stark reality is, in contrast to the
global model, the dominant model
of education in India separates
liberal and professional, under-
graduate and postgraduate, re-
search and teaching,

The fragmentation of education
into specialised institutes is justi-
fied by some as they feel universities
are too unwieldy. However, this
fragmentary approach is inimical
to the idea of generating new
knowledge by creating interfaces
between traditional boundaries. If
wewant to improve our higher edu-
cation system, we need to put our
faith in comprehensive universi-
ties, mount a major effort in the
improvement of undergraduate
education, develop competent fac-
ulty at all levels of education and

Why Indian universities
~ find no place in the
world’s top 200

DEEPAK PENTAL

growth. To meet the demand for
quality faculty, everyyearwe needto
pick the best 200-300 engineering
graduates and sponsor them for
doctoral work inthe best technology
schools around the globe. This ap-
proach hasbeen used by Japan, Ko-
rea and Chinawith great success,

Faculty development needstobe
extended to the traditional univer-
sities. Around 200-300 students
need to be sent abroad every year
for doctoral work in areas like
computer science, I'T, bioinformat-
ics, quantitative genetics, applied
mathematics, econbmetrics, nuc-
lear physics, education and other
areas that are of contemporary
importance and suffer from a
faculty shortage.

All developed countries with a
strong university culture have a
well-established competitive grant

The dominant mede! of education in India separates
liberal and professional, undergraduate and postgraduate,
research and teaching. This fragmentary approach is
inimical to the idea of generating new knowledge by
creating interfaces between traditional boundaries.

create the right ambience for re-
searchin at least some of the exist-
ing universities, the II'Ts and the
newlysetupIISERs,

We should make it national policy
to stop opening new research-only
institutes, except in technology in-
tensive areas like space and nuclear
energy. The mandate for institutes
of higher learning should be both
teaching and research. The II'Ts
have the best chance of making the
top grade at the global level as sci-
ence and technology are the keyar-
easinwhich nationswill compete, A
recently released report by the de-
partment of science and technol-
ogy shows that India contributes
only 4.25 percent to global research
in engineering, compared to 16.4
percentby China. The government
therefore needs to support indus-
try-ITresearch inareas that willbe
key to India’s future economic

system for funding research. The
National Science Foundation in the
US and research councils in the UK
are good examples, These agencies
fund projects comprehensively,
that is, all the expenditure on ad-
ministration and utilities is taken

. care of, In India, we have areason-

ably competitive funding system.
Funding for R&D has beenraised
by the government, scholarships
for PhD students have increased,
there are new schemes like IN-
SPIRE toattract young studentsto
science. However, all the govern-
ment departments providing grants
through a competitive system are
over-bureaucratised, multiple
schemes are floated and no effec-
tive proposal tracking systems exist,
The concept of comprehensive
funding has not been implemented.
Butworst of all, different ministries
keep adding new research insti-

tutes under their tutelage rather
than working on an effective and
rapidly moving competitive grant
system for the universities and insti-
tutions of higher education.

Reforms are urgently required at
the universitylevel toencourage re-
search. Faculty with research proj-
ects should be given full charge of
managing their projects, including
the finances of the project. Univer-
sities should only develop general
guidelines for purchases. Vice-
chancellors and directors should
spend their time raising funding for
the universities and implementing
reforms rather than signing filesre-
lated to the researchprojects.

Strengthening undergraduate
education is vital. Al the under-
graduate degree courses in naturat
sciences, humanities and social sci-
ences need to be of four-year du-
ration —bringing them on parwith
the so-called professional degrees,
Poor mathematical and computa-
tional skil’s and low language profi-
ciency are major weaknesses in our
undergraduate degrees

Allthe new Central universities,
if they desire tomake a mark at the
global levelin future, should teach
undergraduate courses and have
four-year honours degrees. Inte-
grated four-year BSc-B.Ed and
BA-B.Ed degreeswill be most use-
ful in producing teachers for
schools, With the right to educa-
tion being implemented, lakhs of
competent teachers will be re-
quired in schools. The three-year
BA/BSc degrees can be retained,
butwith equal emphasis on knowl-
edge and skills to make students
ready for jobs in the manufactur-
ing and services sectors. The num-
berof exams for admission into uni-
versities and institutes needs tobe
reduced drastically. In the last eight
years, a host of committees have
given many pertinent recommen-
dationson academicreform; these
need to be implemented without
further delay.

Education and research will re-
ceive much higher allocations in
the 12th plan. That is the good
news, Itis time we develop policies
and the institutional will to com-
pete withthe best.

The author teaches genetics
and is a formervice-chancellor of
the University of Delhi

express@expressindia.com
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Indianinstitutes rushfor global accreditation

M SARASWATHY .
Mumbal, 17 October _f " j

 ndfan institutes are increas-
ingly applying for interna-
tonal accreditation, includ-

ing from bodles like the"

Assoclation to  Advance -
Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB), Association of MBAs
(AMBA) and EQUIS, for getting
into the list of global schools
having coveted accreditation.
International Management
Institute, Dethi, recently got
the AMBA accreditation and
. is planning to apply for
AACSB. Pritam Singh, direc-
tor-general, IMI, said they
were one of the few institutes
to get AMBA. “It is prestigious

‘to have an International
‘accreditation, as it proves you
have standards matching the.
global level,” he said, | s
While applications for
AACSB have increased, getting
an accreditation may not be
€asy, Accordingtocummurthy )
_Kalyanaram, dean,
university
research at Narsee

EQUIS accreditation -
has been granted

AMBA has also seen & rlse
in applications. Carol Turier,
spokesperson for AMBA, said

five business schools in India’
have received attreditation -

[IM-Kozhikode, IIM-Lucknow,
IMI, Dethi, Management
Development Institute,

+ « Gurgaon, and SP
Jain Institute of
Management and

Monjee Instituteof to only IM - Research.

Management Bangalore and IIM Turner  sald
Studies (NMIMS), Ahmeédabad - there were more
and professor and ’ business schools in
management consultant, very Indfa looking to gain global

few Indian Institute of
Managements {IIMs) have
applied for AACSB and even if -
theydo, it might be challenging
to get the accreditation.

accreditation, and the number
of business schools applying
for Association of MBAs had
In¢reased in the last two years.

~ EQUIS accreditation is giv-

en by the European-

‘Foundation for Management

Development, and this has
been granted to only IIM
Bangalore: and . IIM
Ahmedabad, .
While AMBA and AACSB °
have gained relevance, others
like ABET haven't seen many
Indiah applications, ABETis a
nonprofit, non-governmental
organisation that accredits col-*
lege and university pro-.
grammes in the disciplines of
applied science, computing,
engineering, and engineering
technology. From Indla, only
VIT University’ and SRM
University (Kattankulathur
campus ) In Tamil Nadu have
ABET accreditation, ’
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Sugandha Pathak

NEW DELHEI: Delhi Universi-
ty's academic council, which
included a standing commit-
tee and used to give special
chances to students who
could not complete thelr de-
gree, has been abolished re-
cently.

The academic council is 2
highest statutory body of DU,
comprising the vice chancellor,
deans, head of the departments
and teachers. Any academic re-
formto be implemented hasto
pass through this body.

Former committee head
Barkatullah Khan said the de-
cision is “betrayal to the hu-
manity of the university.”

“Alarge number of students
used to apply for a second
chance. We used to have 10 to
12 meetings in a year, and
would look into over 600 ap-
plicationsin each meeting,” he
said. -

“Back thed applications

Deccan Herald ND 18.10.2012 P-4

DU says no to second chances

Students now have to complete thelr studles within time allowed

Applications already received by the varsity will not be
processed further for cansideration

from MPhil and PhD students
used to come throughout the
year, while BA and MA stu-
dents had a set duration for ap-
plying,” he said.

Khan cited a case of a female
student who could not com-
plete her degree as she got
married and shifted abroad. “A
few years later her husband
passed away and she came
back. She had to fend for her
children and family. She was
given the special chance,” he

said.

The reglstrarmher October
10 notification had stated: “It
is hereby notified that applica-
tions for grant of special
chance beyond the stipulated
span periods shall not be con-
sidered by the university. Con-
sequently, students will have to
complete their courses of study
within the span periods pre-

.scribed for the courses con-

cerned. The applications al-
ready received by the university

HEIEIRLTRE PRI

BARKATULLAH KHAN:
Alarge number of

We would look into
over 600 appllcatio
in each meeting

shall not be processed further
for consideration.”

According to former com-
mittee members, around
5,000 applications used to
come annually from students
studying in the School of Open
Learning (SOL) and Delhi Col-
lege of Engineering.

“A majority of SOL students
come from financially weaker
sections. They have to take care
of their families, get jobs and
study without much assistance,
They may be unwell or there is
some mishap in the family.
There are plenty of pressures,”

de
MRS TN H T -

said another former member,

A protest was held on
Wednesday by SOL students
demanding to revoke the deci-
sion. “Students have come back
after 15 to 20 years in rare cas-
es,” added Khan.

According to DU registrar
AlkaSharma, astipulated time
period of six years to finish the

gree is given to students.
“We need to lovk at the huge
vo]ume of students in DU and
proper delivery. One student
will apply for the special
chance, that too for old courses
that have been discontinued.
In such a case, the university
eannot ensure deliverance of
academic standards, If they
have not been able to finish
their degree, perhaps they are
not meant to do that,” she said.

“Which unijversities have
such provisions anyway?" she
said. A senior DU official said
the move was to lower the eval
uation burden on the examina-
tion department.

DH News Service
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Universities are not
sausage factories

Higher educational institutes have to serve various |
diverse interests. These organisations cannot,
therefore, adopt just one approach to learning

e focus has moved from lofty ivory towers to pragmatic jobs and
skills. While universities are still tasked with research and glory
for the future, their role to train their students for jobs has been

made very clear ail over the world. Whila universities try to retain their
past freedoms, neither their Governments, nor their students will be
able to bear that burden for the next few years, maybe decades.
Universities will now have to be accountable for their results in mors
ways than one.

The quest for werld class universities has at least led to a global
vision for what a great university can deliver to its students and its
professors. Some universities look outwards and seek to learn from
the greatest in the world. Others try to be rated amongst the best in
the world, University League tables are berated by many, yet perform
a useful guiding function for many. For example, most global ratings
give a high weightage to internationalisation via students, collabora-
tion and citations. Those who have sought to climb the league ladder
rapidly have invested in their international programs. Few Indian uni~
versities have aimed at being rated highly on the scales of the world,
and it is a sad fact that no Indian university features in the top ranks
of the world league tables,

One wonders if many Indian universities have a clear goal at all
— S0me have & very clear ethos and they try to remain true to that.
Even if it is more traditional than aspirational, even if it maps histori-

cal achisvements rather than future growth, some universities

achieve consistency. Others are led by local movements
or are buffeted by political trends and often lose sight
of their goals.

The emphasis in policy for the next five years
is clearly going to be on the quality of education
delivered, though it is impossible o have consensus
on the key question; What is quality? Yes, it cer-
tainly includes elements of teaching, leaming,
research, consulting, advising and thought lsad-
ership. Ancther way of looking at quality is to see

what the stake-holders seek — students, professors,
administrators, proctors, vice chancaliors et all seek
to give and receive different things from the university.
The people who really care for quality are the employ-
ers who seek to recruit from amongst graduates of an institution.
They pay a salary based on the validity of that promise, and if the uni-
versity doss not deliver to 1t, then the students prospects suffer — if
not as an investment into thelr future, students should care about qual-
ity too. There is a dichotomy here: Universities speak to potential, employ-
ers 1o tasks. Universities invest in the future, employers seek present
results. Universties are supposed to seek to grow students for the future,
employers seek proof of competence. Universities are tools of social
engineering for equity, employers are creators of value,

As are the goals of students and academics. Students seek under-
standing, skills and confidence, while pure acaderics are in tt for snhanc-
Ing the body of knowledge via their personal contributions. Students
seek marks, academics seek citations. Divergent goals.

While the alumni do not play a key role in Indian universities, they
have a greater stake than any other because the value of their degree
depends upon the reputation of their university and college. They prob-
ably have the greatest interest in the quality of education at their uni-
versity but the least investment in the improvement of said quality.

In a marketplace each of these would have a price and we could
try to see If a fair market mechanism would balance their interests out.,
But here the interests of all would have been balanced and prioritised
by the vice chancellor — if the highly regulated system allowed for it.
The lack of autenomy at many universities cleary hampers their growth
and ability o serve its many constituents. At the same time, autono-
my can only be given to self regulating mechanisms and very few uni-
versities have given evidence of that.

We work towards what is measured, and we measure to our goals.
Our universities need to move beyond being average sausage facto-
ries to figure out where they are headed, and what standard's they should
be measured against. Divergent interests need to be served and it is
only seff-delusional to believe that each university can serve them all
given current resources and regulations.

T
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